
Grandparent’s Gift Guide  for  

Toddlers and Preschoolers 
Research tells us that toys are a child’s tools for learning. For young children, “low tech” tools are 
the best.  These simple toys encourage the child’s brain to create, manipulate, hypothesize and evalu-
ate as your grandchild pushes, squashes, stacks, rolls, and pedals.  Yes, these are some of the same 
toys you played with as a child.  The toy didn’t have to do anything by itself, you made the learning    
happen!  Research has confirmed this is still best for young children.  
 
Here are a couple of recommendations to keep in mind. 
 For commercially made toys, always check the manufacturer’s suggested age level to avoid 

small parts which may be a choking hazard. 
 Remember, the more the toy does by itself, the less the child has to do.  If you can’t figure out 

how to play with it, neither can the child.  Simple is best!  
 Never forget what a wonderful play partner you are! Start building those memories today. 

Dramatic Play Materials 

 Dress up clothes of both genders, commer-
cially made or from a charity shop.  Include 
hats, shoes and purses or bags along with the 
clothing. 

 Plastic dishes and play food 
 Soft body dolls. (Look for dolls with skin 

tones that match your grandchild.) 
 Dolls strollers, doll beds, or shopping carts 
 
Puzzles 

 Simple 4-6 piece puzzles with knobs for tod-
dlers 

 6-12 piece wooden interlocking puzzles for 
preschool 

 Floor puzzles for preschoolers with 12-24 
pieces. 

 
Building Toys and Accessories 

 Table top wooden blocks 
 Large cardboard building bricks 
 Duplo-type interlocking blocks 
 Magnetic tiles (preschoolers) 
 Small trucks for use with play 
 
Creative Art Supplies 

 Easel & paint aprons 
 Non-toxic paint, brushes, and paint cups with 

lids 
 Playdough and playdough rollers 
 Crayons, unlined paper 
 Scissors  and collage materials for preschool-

ers 
 Dot paint markers (bingo-type daubers with 

kid-safe paint) 
 

Furniture 

 Child–sized kitchen furniture 
 Table and chairs or bench 
 
Outdoor Activities 

 Riding toys without pedals (toddlers) 
 Tricycles (preschoolers) 
 Wagons 
 Large and small balls 
 Sandbox 
 Water table 
 
 
BOOKS! BOOKS! BOOKS! 
Here are some of my grandchildren’s favorite 
titles.  Get the “board book” version for 
younger toddlers. 
 
 The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric 

Carle 
 Clifford Books (many titles) by Norman  

Bridwell 
 Corduroy by Don Freeman 
 Curious George by Margret & H.A. Rey 
 If You Give a Moose a Muffin by Laura   

Numeroff 
 Chicka-Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Mar-

tin, Jr. 
 Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice   

Sendak 
 Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae 
 Duck At the Door by Jackie Urbanovic 
 Goodnight Gorilla by Jackie Rathmann 
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